Francesca Hudson – Artist’s statement 2013
Francesca Hudson has specialised in acrylic and mixed media painting since graduating from Edinburgh College of Art in 2000. Her work is based on the idea of identity. 

“Portraiture is a subject which fascinates me. The study and capture of a person’s facial expression and posture is a process which I find hugely rewarding. In commissioned portraiture I am often able to meet, or learn a little about the people I paint which makes the experience even more gratifying.” 
Hudson’s paintings produced for gallery exhibition are a personal response to Britain’s larger sense of identity. 

The streamlining of fashion and design during the 1990s stripped away embellishment and comfort as unnecessary baggage. Since 2000 this trend has been gradually replaced by decadent, ample excess pertaining to the perceived stately comfort of our distant past. 

With so many conflicting ideas of the future and the past influencing our group consciousness, it can become difficult to select a personal identity from the shelves. As a painter using mixed media, the images, patterns and objects which Hudson selects are an attempt to create a personal brand from these extremes of influence.

“Combining patterns and styles from history with references to modern life offers an endless source of inspiration. Painting allows me to express the humour I find in these contradictions.

One compositional formula is to create a ‘wallpaper’ environment, and then on top of this, create small areas of detail, pictures within the picture. This allows the viewer to take in the overall image as pure decoration, or project their own meaning and links between the elements.

In my painting method I strive for a balance between control and accident, combining found textiles and applied paint into the surface to give the pieces depth and unpredictability. The differing surface media catch the light, so that the painting stays alive and changing for as long as it exists.” 
                                                                                                         –    Francesca Hudson

